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The Commissioner 
United States Patent 

and Trademark Office 
Washington, DC 20231 


Dear Sir: 

The applicants wish to bring to the attention of the Examiner 
U.S. Patent No. 3,834,394 (Hunter et al.) which is listed on the attached 
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PTO-1449. A copy of the listed reference is enclosed for the Examiner's 
consideration. 


balloon designed to be expanded to occlude a venous passageway and to be 
disengaged from the catheter shaft when it is inflated, so as to remain in the 
blood vessel in the inflated state to prevent the passage of thrombus. Note 
that there is no distal shaft section having an inner lumen which is 
disengageable from the proximal shaft section having an inner lumen in fluid 
communication with the inner lumen of the distal shaft section. There is no 
suggestion of the catheter structure of the present invention or the method 
of using the catheter. 


application define patentable subject matter and respectfully request 
favorable consideration and an early allowance thereof. 


Hunter et al. describes an occlusion catheter which has a 


Applicants believe that the pending claims of the present 
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